[bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly I want say thank you all to invite me to this press conference. 

My name ist MUNJID ALI. I´m thirty years old and I come from BAQUBA CITY, which is in the middle of Iraq.
There I worked as a reporter for different TV-Stations for example AL HURRIA TV or BBC Arabic. Later I was reporter and camera-man at the same time, because my camera-man was killed. 
In my family we are 6 persons, my father and my mother, I have one brother who is older than me, the second brother is younger and one younger sister. 
My father has two wives. From his second wife he has four children aged between 7 and 12 years. 

It was difficult for me to leave my home, my city, my friends and my family. I know it´s difficult for everyone to leave his home. But our life in Iraq was like hell. 
The days are dominated by war, bombs, killing people and blood. 

Now, the Iraq is under control of Gangs. I see no difference between the terrorists and the government. 

Let me say a few words about my work as a journalist in Iraq. I was working for TV for seven years. In these years I lost everything. For example Al Kaida set fire on my house in 2007.
In addition they tried to kill me and arrested me so many times. I would like to give you three examples.

I made a video report how Iran´s governement stole Iraq´s oil. 
In the area of Mendili the Iranian Goverments made an underground pipeline under the border and they took Iraq´s oil to Iran. That´s why supporters of Iran tried to kill me. 

Second time IS-terrorists tried to kill me, because I made a report how their forces taught children how to kill people. They made children to soldiers. 

Third time Iraq´s police tried to kill me because I was talking about their crimes in prisons and how the government steals people´s money.

These reasons let me decide to leave my home.

During our escape I had to cross through five countries. 
I went by car from Iraq to Turkey. And then from Turkey to Greece by boat. It was a very small boat and we were 17 people, there were children at the age of three month and it was dangerous.
The Army of Greece arrested me for three days, then they gave me papers which said that I could stay in Greece for six months.
But I left after three days because my money was not enough to stay.
On the way from Greece to Macadonia I sometimes took a car or a train.
Then I walked three days by foot beside a train line from Greece to Macadonia. 

From Macadonia to Serbia it was really hard. In the first village of Serbia the Police did catch me and sent me back to the border of Macadonia again. Second time I was successfull. 
The walk through Serbia was really dangerous. One week snow, it was cold, night walking, no food. I was just eating snow, there were bears and wolves. But it was getting more difficult when thieves took my phone, my money, my watch – everything. Without these things I lost GPS.
But I know that god saved me. The escape was 24 days but for me it was like 24 years.

I have been in Austria for one month, first I was for three days in Traiskirchen, then they sent me to St. Georgen an der Gusen. 

I´m really lucky to meet good people in St. Georgen an der Gusen. I can´t believe I found such a good place. In our place we are 20 refugees in two houses.
In St. Georgen an der Gusen I have German lessons in the house of the parrish. In our German lesson we are a group of five people. 
I started to play my favorite game: it´s volley ball with St. Georgen´s team.
I want to make a video together with a man from St. Georgen about refugee people. 
The most difficult thing for me is to wait for my interview.
Thanks to all people who try to help us, first Aziz and Christina from the „Volkshilfe“, Monika from the parrish and Andrea our German language teacher.

With the people in Austria, especially in St. Georgen an der Gusen, I hope to forget all the terrible things and this conference will be my first step to a new life.

If you would like to see a video from my work you can find it in my facebook account and on youtube. I can give you the address later. Thank you all.
